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The Challenge is on as ALP “Care for Kids” sets new benchmark  




(Sydney 28th July 2006) – The Taskforce on Care Costs (TOCC) welcomes the “Care for Kids” blueprint released by the Leader of the Federal Opposition Kim Beazley today. The Taskforce’s research (to be released next week) shows that in 2006 more workers with caring responsibilities are feeling the financial pain of care costs. The Taskforce’s national random sample survey shows that in 2006 over one-third (37%) of workers with caring responsibilities now feel the cost of care is too high relative to their income (up from 31% in 2004).

The blueprint is a welcome recognition that it’s vital to put work and family at the forefront of Government policy. Today’s speech by Mr Beazley acknowledges the need for sweeping change across the childcare segment including reforms to the cost of care. 

In 2005 the Howard Government introduced the Child Care tax rebate and whilst TOCC acknowledges the value of this initiative today’s blueprint takes the challenge to introduce sustainable solutions to a new level. 

“It’s great to finally see both the Government and the Opposition wanting to position themselves as work and family leaders”, says TOCC Chair Juliet Bourke. “We look forward to seeing which leader will take the next step in terms of developing additional financial supports, and a more wholisitic approach to the cost of care. By that I mean addressing the issues of elder care and disability care as well as child care.”  

TOCC welcomes the proposal to expand FBT to cover employer provided childcare centres, but suggests that a range of complimentary solutions are also needed.  TOCC is currently investigating several possibilities including increasing the level of the child care tax rebate so that all employees have choice about how to balance work care responsibilities.   

The blueprint takes the work and family debate to a new level and throws out a challenge to policy makers to introduce broader initiatives to address the work/cost of care crisis. The taskforce’s research shows that workers are forced out of employment because of the cost of care and are looking to policy makers to take the lead in helping them.  - ENDS –

About the Taskforce:

The Taskforce on Care Costs is a non-partisan organisation supported by a high profile group of business that includes ANZ, Westpac, McDonald’s Australia, Qantas, Toyota, Jones Lang LaSalle, Freehills and the ASX, and non-government organisations.  The aim of TOCC is to investigate the financial cost of care and how it impacts workforce participation, and to promote reforms within a policy framework of financial sustainability, equity and choice.  For more information please call Sean Brogan at Bennelong Media on (02) 9555 4022 or 0407 436 709. 
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